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Statistical Report of the Principal Ute. 
rations performed in the London Hospitals 
during September, 1853. 


The appended report includes, as last} blood was lost at the tim 
month, all the more important operations’ sequently, yet he remai 


performed during September, at the follow- 
ing hospitals: University College, King’s 


? 
ws, 


tration he gin. The operation was very 
successfully performed under the influence 
of chloroform, and a small stone removed ; 
the patient, however, never completely 
rallied afterwards. Although very little 
, and none sub- 
d in a state of 
great depression, ,pale, and faint. Forty- 
two hours after the operation, he suddenly 
b comatose, and died in the course of 





College, St. George’s, St. Barthol 
Guy’s, St. Thomas’s, the Middlesex, the 
London, the Westminster, Charing-cross, 
St. Mary’s, the Metropolitan Free, and the 
Central London Ophthalmic. 
Lithotomy.—The case reported as still 
under treatment last month has since re- 
covered. Three operations have been per- 
formed during the month; the subject of 
one of which, a boy, under the care of Mr. 
Cock, in Guy’s Hospital, is doing well; 
‘the other two are dead. One of the fatal 
cases was a male infant, aged twenty 
months, apparently in fair health, but who 
had been long accustomed to the adminis- 





an hour. The urine had contained pus; 
at the autopsy, the pelvis of one kidney was 
found to be extremely diseased, and the 
secreting tissue of both organs was much 
degeneraigd. In the second fatal case, the 
patient was a man of twenty-five years, in 
extremely ill health, and who had suffered 
severely from,the disease. T'wo large cal- 
culi, the size of pullet’s eggs, were removed 
without unusual digrculty. The man gradu- 
ally declined grows, and death took 
place on the tenth day. No post mortem 
was permitted; but it is probable that the 
kidneys.were not sound, The stones illus- 
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trated a point on which we insisted some / 
months ago, viz. that the presence of two 
only is sufficient to account for a quad- 
rangular form. They were of nearly similar 
shape, presenting a base, an apex, and three : 
flat sides. ; 
Herniotomy.—Number of cases,_5, all of ; 
which are recovering, ar may be considered ; 
out of danger. The case mentioned last } 
month as remaining under treatment, is { 
doing well, but still in hospital. Of this ; 
month’s cages, 4 were femoral hernie in } 
women, 2 0 ich had been strangulated 
for nearly three*days each; the other 25 
for twenty-four and twenty-five hours re- { 
spectively. One of the latter, which oc- 
curred in the Middlesex Hospital, and was 
operated on by Mr. Moore, was interesting 
from the circumstance that the operation 
had been performed in precisely the same 
spot six years previously by Mr. Shaw,*for 
three years after which the bowel had never ; 
protruded. e fifth case was one of in- 
guinal hernia, in an old man, operated on 
by Mr. Tatum, in St. George’s Hospital. 
A portion of omentum was cut away. 
Trephining the Skull.—Mr. Poland's pa- 
tient, mentioned last week, as still under 
care, has since been discharged quite well. 
Ligature of Arteries, §-c.—The femoral 
has been tied in one case, on account of 
secondary hemorrhage on the seventh day 
after an amputation of the leg for diseased | 
ankle-joint. The patient, a young man, | 
had lost so much blood that he did not | 
recover. At the post-mortem, a small puru- 
lent deposit was found in the liver, and the 
cause of the bleeding was made evident in} 
an incised wound of the posterior tibial, 1 
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‘ admission. 
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mile to the hospital, and was pulseless on 
No time was lost in enlarging 
the wound:and ligaturing both ends of the 
vessel, on Bich the bleeding at once ceased. 
In spite, however, of the assiduous applica- 
tion of warmth, &c., the boy did not rally, 
but died an hour after he was got to bed. 

Four cases of aneurism are now under 
treatment by compression; two of them 
the cases mentioned last month, respectively 
under the charge of Mr. Hewett, in St. 
George’s, and Mr. Hilton, in Guy’s, in 
neither of which is the tumour yet quite 
solid; @pe other, of the popliteal, a large 
one, wale the care of Mr. Erichsen, in 
University College; and one of the radial, 
under Mr. Holt, in the Westminster Hos- 
pital. 

Amputations —Of the 17 cases left under 
treatment, by last report, 8 have been dis- 
charged, and 9, all progressing favourably, 
remain under care: Amputations have been 
performed during the month on 20 patients, 
of whom 2 have recovered, 6 have died, and 
12 aré under treatment. Of the three re- 
coveries, one is a primary amputation at 
the shoulder-joint, by Mr. Ure, in St. 
Mary’s Hospital; the other, of the thigh, 
for diseased knee-joint, by Mr. Spencer 
Smith, in the same hospital. Of the fatal 
cases, one was a primary amputation of 
both legs; another a primary amputation of 
thigh, followed by mortification of stump; 
two amputations of the thigh for diseased 
knee-joint; death in each case, preceded by 
symptoms of phlebitis and pyemia; the 
fifth, a case of amputation of the leg, which 
we have already alluded to as dying from 
secondary hemorrhage, and in which the 


just above where the ligature thad been ‘femoral artery was ligatured. The sixth 
placed. The radial and ulnar, by Mr. {was a primary amputation of the legs in an 
Critchett, in the London Hospital, on ac- {old man of sixty-four, who had lost much 





after the amputation of two fingers. The 
patient has since done well. In the Lon- 
don Hospital there have, algg, occurred the 
following. Two cases in which it was 
necessary to tie both ends of the radial, on 
accountof wound. One in which-the radial 
and ulnar (high division) were cut across, 
together with the median nerve, by a wound 
in the lowér thirdof arm. The wound was 
enlarged, and both ends of both vessels 
immediately tied. A case in which the 
internal jugular vein was divided by a 
wound in the neck. The patient, a little 
child, had been brought the distance of a 
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count of secondary hemorrhage, seven days 





blood, and whose arteries proved to be much 
diseased. He died on the eleventh day, in 
consequence of secondary hemorrhage. Of 
the cases under care, one is a Syme’s am- 
putation at the ankle-joint, for epithelial 
cancer of the foot, in a woman aged seventy, 
under the care of Mr. Marshall, in Uni- 
versity College Hospital. One a primary 
amputation of the thigh. One of the thigh 
for diseased knee-joint. Three of the leg 
for diseased ankle-joint. One secondary 
of the leg, after compound dislocation of 
the astragalus. One primary of the arm. 
One secondary of the arm, on account of 
gangrene of the whole forearm, consequent 
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on compound fracture of both bones, with 
a small rent in the ulnar artery. Three 
primary of the forearm. Besides the above, 
several amputations of large portions of the 
hand or foot have occurred, and are doing 
well. 

Excision of Bones and Joints, §-c.—Both 
the patients, mentioned last month, con- 
tinue under care. In University College 
Hospital, Mr. Statham has performed, dur- 
ing the month, the operation of gouging a 
carious cuboid bone in a man aged sixty, 
who is doing well. 

Removal of Necrosed Bone.—Of the 14 
cases reported under treatment last month, 
9 still remain so. Operations have been 
performed on 9 other cases, 1 of which is 
recovered, and the rest continue under 
care. 

Excision of Malignant Growths.—The 7 
cases left by last month’s report all remain 
under treatment. Four others have been} 
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hospitals. Dr. Bennett’s case is nearly in 
statu quo, and the one under the care of 
Dr. Chambers, operated on for pneumo- 
thorax, is, as might be expected, in a very 
critical state. 

Paracentesis.—For ovarian dropsy four 
times; after one of which the patient died. 
It was the thirty-fourth time she had been 
tapped. She was in the Middlesex Hos- 
pital, and under the care of Dr. Frere. For 
ascites four times. One patient is in a 
critical state; all the rest have recovered. 

Ligature of Nevus, §c.—The case al- 
luded to last month has been discharged 
well. There have been performed seven 
operations during the month. Four of these 
were by means of the ligature; and all are 
recovered. In one other, under the care of 
Mr. Pollock, in St. George’s Hospital, the 
galvanic cautery was first tried, but the 
bleeding being profuse, it was deemed 
safest to apply a ligature. It has recovered 


operated on, and are all recovered. One of favourably. Injection of a few drops of the 
them was a chimney-sweep’s cancer of the; solution of perchloride of iron has been tried 
scrotum, excised by Mr. Marshall, in Uni-} on one case, by Mr. Cock, in Guy’s Hos- 
versity College Hospital. The patient was} pital. The nevus was to a great extent 
a man of about forty-five, and had been} subcutaneous, and was situate on one side 
operated on for the same disease, by Mr.‘ the bridge of the nose of achild. The in- 





Liston, twenty years ago. 
discharged well, and now engages not to 
return to his perilous avocation. A second 
case was the excision of a carcinomatous 
breast, by Mr. Wormald, in St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital; the third, the removal of} 
the whole lower lip, on account of epithelial; 
cancer, by Mr. Birkett, in Guy’s; and the? 
fourth, an amputation of the penis, for the 
same disease. 

Excision of Non-Malignant Growths.— 
Of the 13 cases reported last month as still 
under care, 5 have been discharged, and 8 
remain under treatment. Number of cases, 
15 ; cured, 7; under treatment, 8. Two of 
these were examples of exostosis, one under 
the charge of Mr. Tatum, in St. George’s, 
the other under that of Mr. South, in St. 
Thomas’s. One was an unusually large 
fatty tumour, removed from the thigh, by 
Mr. Coulson, in St. Mary’s Hospital. It 
had been growing for nearly four years, and 
weighed eight pounds and a half. All the 
patients are doing well. 

Operations for Urethral Stricture. — 
The cases mentioned last month continue 
under care; no others have occurred. 

Paracentesis Thoracis.—The cases men- 
tioned last month are still in their respective 


S 





g 


| 
; 
| 





; 





He has been: jection produced no suppuration or undue 


irritation, and the tumour has since become 
solid; it is not, however, as yet much de- 
creased in size. 

Operations for the Cure of Varicose 
Veins.—A successful case has occurred 
under the care of Mr. Simon, in St. Tho- 
mas’s Hospital, in which the obliteration of 
the enlarged veins in the leg of a middle- 
aged man was effected by the introduction 
of needles (three) behind the trunks, and 
making compression over them by the 
twisted suture. 

Radical Treatment of Hydrocele.-—Num- 
ber of cases 6, all successful, and all by the 
injection of the compound tincture of iodine. 

Tracheotomy.—Two cases left by last 
month’s report are still under care, and in 
neither of them is the patient yet able to 
breathe well without the canula. The ope- 
ration has been performed during the month 
on a child, suffering from croup, by Mr. 
Fletcher, one of the House Surgeons to St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital. The patient was 
in extremis, and the case terminated fatally 
about four hours afterwards, the dyspnea, 
at first relieved, having subsequently in- 
creased gradually. 

Tenotomy.—Division of the tendo-achillis 
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has been performed four times in all, with | gum-elastic catheter having been introduced, 
success. the edges of the aperture were pared and 


Fistula in Ano.—The case reported under ;then dissected up from the sides of the 








treatment last month still remains so. 
Puncture of the Bladder.—Once after ex- 
travasation of urine. The patient died on the 
ninth day, with extensive disease of both 
kidneys, probably tubercular. The case 





penis to a sufficient extent to allow of the 
under’ surfaces (not the edges) of the flaps, 
being made to meet over the catheter, the 
raw surfaces thus placed in apposition hav- 
ing a breadth of about a third of an inch. 
To retain them there, an ingenious plan, 


reported last month remains under care. 


; : jo we have not before seen tried, was 
Operation for Cure of Ununited Frac. resorted to. Sutures of ordinary stout silk 


ture—The reported case remains under { were introduced through both flaps at short 
treatment. No others have occurred. ‘ distances from each other, each of them 

Plastic Operations. Harelip.—The case ; having fixed at one end a moderate-sized 
reported last month, and three others ope-{ shot-corn; another shot, with a hole through 
rated on during the month, have all re- {its middle, was then threaded on to the 
covered. opposite end of each suture, and passed 

Vesico- Vaginal Fistula.—The cases re } down low enough to hold the parts tightly 
ported last month, are progressing favour- : together, and then immovably fixed by being 
ably, butstill under treatment, Mr. Erich- { compressed with forceps. After the opera- 
sen’s operation of transplanting skin for the tion everything looked promising; the parts 
closure of an opening into one nostril has j were in most accurate apposition, without 
succeeded, and the patient has been dis- {there being exerted any undue tension or 
charged. When the parts are quite con-{ pressure. The gum catheter was of course 


solidated, and the wdema subsided, it is 
hoped the deformity which remains will not 
be great. Two cases of operation for the 
relief of contracted cicatrices of burns, re- 
ported last month, still remain under treat- 
ment in their respective hospitals. Trans- 
planting operations, for the relief of severe 
ectropium, have been performed with suc- 
cess in three cases—one under the care of 
Mr. Partridge, in King’s College Hospital, 
another under that of Mr. Paget, in St 
Bartholomew’s, and a third, under that of 
Mr. Haynes Walton, in the Central London 
Ophthalmic. To another important plastic 
operation, by Mr. Paget, we must devote a 
few lines. The patient, a man, in rather 
delicate health, aged thirty-four, had had, 
in consequence of sloughing from urinary 
infiltration, the floor of the penile portion of 
his urethra completely destroyed to the ex- 
tent of about an inch and a half. The 
catheter, when introduced, was visible from 
the anterior verge of the scrotum to within 
ashort distance of the commencement of 
the glans. Many months having elapsed 
since the occurrence of the first disease, and 
the parts having got into a perfectly quiet 
and stationary condition, Mr. Paget deter- 
mined to attempt an operation for the clo- 
sure of this opening. This was done nearly 
in the manner adopted by Mr. Le Gros 
Clarke, in a successful case published in 
the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions. A 





retained, and on the third day the flaps ap- 
peared to be uniting favourably. In the 
night of the fourth, however, the catheter 
having been accidentally stopped, the man 
made some paroxysmal efforts to pass his 
water, in one of which the urine was forced 
by the side of the instrument, and broke 
open the line of union in many parts. None 
of the sutures had previously been removed, 
but after this untoward accident the parts 
became swollen and unhealthy, the sutures 
were of necessity taken out, the whole ulti- 
mately gave way, and the condition of the 
parts is now much what it was before the 
operation. 

Employment of Cautery, §-c.—In a case 
of perineal fistula, in University College 
Hospital, Mr. Statham has resorted to the 
actual cautery, a heated iron, and under its 
use the aperture is much diminished. In 
St. George’s, Mr. Pollock has in two cases 
made use of the galvanic cautery; in one, a 
case of vesico-vaginal fistula, with much 
benefit, in the other, for the destruction of 
a vascular growth within the meatus of the 
female urethra; in the latter it has not been 
completely successful. All the patients re- 
main under care. 

Operations for Cataract.— Extraction, 
two cases successful, one a failure. The 
successful cases were both under the care 
of Mr. Haynes Walton, in the Central Lon- 
don Ophthalmic Hospital. Depression one, 
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successtul. Absorption two, both progress- 
ing favourably. 

Operations fur Artificial Pupil.—Mr. C. 
G. Guthrie’s case, recorded last week, has 
recovered, with much improved vision. Two 
others have been successfully operated on 
by Mr. Walton.—Med. Times and Gaz. 
Oct. 22, 1853. 





History of the Recent Epidemic of In- 
fantile Leucorrhea. With an Account of’ 
Five Cases of Alleged Felonious Assaults 
recently tried in Dublin. By Wititam R. 
Wipe, F.R.C.8., Surgeon to St. Mark’s 
Hospital. 

(Concluded from page 180.) 


In the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, 
Mr. Kinder Wood has described the dis- 
ease in its most acute and dangerous form, 
as ten out of twelve cases proved fatal. In 
his Surgical Lectures, Mr. Lawrence de 
scribes the disease under the head of a 
** Peculiar Affection of the Genitals in Fe- 
male Children’’—see Medical Gazette for 
August 21, 1830, vol. vi: p. 828)—and 
mentions a case in which he was concern- 
ed, and which was tried at the Old Bailey, 
in which it was supposed, ‘‘ in consequence 
of previous professional opinions, that it 
was the venereal disease; the child was 
questioned and interrogated, until, I believe 
from fear and apprehension, she gave in to 
the idea that had been suggested and strong- ; 
ly entertained by the parents, and said that } 
a certain youth had done something or other 
to her.’’? As the learned author did not 
mention, in the work referred to, what the 
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nature of the disease, and its entire want 
of resemblance to syphilis, dismissed the 
complaint. The friends of the child, how- 


‘ ever, still trusting to the different view of 


the two gentlemen first consulted, brought 
the matter before the Criminal Court at the 
Old Bailey, where t'ie judge, having heard 
my evidence, and looked at the paper of 
Kinder Wood, in the Medico- Chirurgical 
Transactions, vol. vii. to which I had re- 
ferred, the counsel soon stopped the case. 
I have since seen many instances of this 
affection, of which the local symptoms are 
often severe ; but, in my experience, it has 
not been so serious as in that of Mr. Wood, 
nor in any instance fatal.”’ 

One of the latest authorities upon this 
subject is Mr. Kesteven, of London, who, 
in the Medical Gazette for February 28, 
1851, has recorded a case of this very na- 
ture, and attached thereto ‘some practical 
and useful observations, from which the 
following is an extract. With reference to 
the physical indications of chastity, the 
medical opinion upon which, he says, may 
be divided into two classes, the public and 
private, the former, or the most frequent, 
‘*are those in which vaginal discharges in 
young children are mistaken by the parents 
or friends for the evidences of sexual inter- 
course by elder male persons having gonor- 
rhoea or syphilis. Such cases have fre- 
quently occurred to myself, as they have to 
others; and, although now better under- 
stood by the profession than formerly, yet 
so strong is often the notion entertained by 
the public with regard to these cases, that it 
is not unfrequently extremely difficult to 


result of the trial was, I lately wrote to} persuade parents that we have merely to deal 
him, and received the following answer: ? with the results of ordinary disease, and 
‘*I can, however, inform you, that the ac-? not with those of violence. This notion, in 
cused person, who was of respectable fami-} several cases that have come under my 
ly and character, was acquitted. I do not; notice, has unfortunately been confirmed 
know that there is any legal report of the; by hasty and erroneous opinions, given by 
case. The child was not seen by me until surgeons on the mere representation of the 
the ulcerations, which had been extensive } friends, without a proper examination hav- 


and deep, were cicatrized. The affection 
had been pronounced to be venereal by a 
general practitioner, who was first called 
in; and this opinion was corroborated by a 
surgeon of some eminence, although not 
connected with a hospital. The matter 
was first brought before the police-office in 
Bow Street, where the magistrate—the late 
Sir Richard Birnie—having inquired very 
carefully into all the circumstances, and} 
heard my decided opinion respecting the} 





ing been made. Jt is scarcely possible to 
speak too severely of such culpable and wil- 
ful ignorance. Within the last few weeks, 
a child of nine years of age was brought to 
me, upon whom it was suspected that vio- 
lence had been inflicted. A careful exami- 
nation afforded evidence that the case was 
simply one of vaginitis. There was com- 
plete absence of any indication of violence, 
for although it can scarcely be believed to 
be possible that sexual entrance into the 











198 CLINICS. 
vagina of an infant could, under any cir-} rhcea in children under ten years of age, I 
cumstances, be perpetrated; yet in the at-} cannot say whether the inflammatory symp- 
tempt, much contusion of the young and} toms are equal in appearance to those now 
delicate soft parts must have ensued, had it} described. The disease is, I believe, usu- 
been made. The parents were satisfied, } ally painless in the first instance; and it is 
and an individual unjustly suspected was; only when excoriation has taken place from 
forthwith released from so odious an impu- ; the irritation of the discharge, and that the 
tation.” urine passing over the abraded surface pro- 

What might have been the result had; duces some degree of soreness, that any 
Cosgrave’s case gone to the jury, or what} complaint is made. After some time, the 
would have been the charge of the lord} period varying according to the virulence of 
chief-justice, it is difficult to say; but it} the disease, and the state of cleanliness or 
was quite manifest that the court held the} the contrary in which the child'is kept, the 
medical opinions for the defence at a dis-} discharge excoriates the labia both on their 
count. Conversing with some of the most} external and internal surfaces, the four- 
intelligent of the jury, they informed me} chette, perineum, the margin of the anus, 
that, independently of the alibi, they were} and all that portion of the integument of the 
strongly inclined to an acquittal on account ; thighs washed by the discharge, or which 
of the contradiction of the crown witnesses;} come in contact when moved one upon 
and that, being conversant with such cases,} another. In fat children, the amount and 
they made it a rule to acquit where the} extent of excoriation, which presents much 
man was not diseased. the character of an eczematous eruption, is 

With respect to the alibi, which, like all always greater than in those who are thin, 
similar evidence, must be a matter of the? or have been in any way wasted by pre- 
merest chance—but was here the means of S vious ill health. The extent of this erup- 
saving the prisoner where medical evidence} tion is generally very well marked by a 
was not receivable—it was so far useful in} defined eczematous margin, extending from 
assisting the public tocome to a proper con-’ the pudendum, in a crescentic form, over 
clusion as to the veracity of the witnesses? the thighs, and sometimes into the cleft of 
produced by the crown. the nates. The character of this eruption, 

Several questions of grave importance} its defined margin and extent, may possi- 
are suggested by the foregoing details; and? bly, to a practised and unprejudiced eye, 
first, with regard to the original propa- { serve to distinguish this disease from the 
gation of such cases in a pathological as} results either of violence or the mechanical 
well as an ethical point of view. The dis-; irritation produced by the ‘friction of the 
ease, although denominated by Churchill; penis’? between the thighs and external 
and other modern writers upon the diseases} labia, as was endeavoured to be proved by 
of children, leucorrhea infantilis, is better} the crown in the late trialsin Green Street. 
designated by the term vaginitis, for it is? With respect to the discharge, it is gene- 
of a much more inflammatory character} rally of a very acrid nature, and is the cause 
than either leucorrhcea or gonorrhea, at} of the excoriation and eruption upon the 
least, as these two diseases present in the true skin; and, unless the disease has been 
adult female; and the discharge is much} discovered by accident in an earlier stage 
more profuse in the former, and much more? (such as by observation of the child’s linen, 
purulent in the latter. This discharge pro- } or by the chance of some second party see- 
ceeds principally from the vagina, although} ing the child), the two circumstances which 
the external parts are generally bathed with} first attract attention are, the difficulty of 
it when we come to examine them, in the} walking, or the pain in making water; but 
same way as the surface of the glands and } the date of the discovery varies from a few 
the inside of the prepuce are usually covered } days to several weeks, according to the vio- 
with discharge, in persons labouring under} lence of the affection, or the care and atten- 
gonorrhcea, particularly where the foreskin § tion bestowed by mothers on their children. 
is abundant. The redness and swelling of} For the same reasons, the duration of the 
the labia, clitoris, and orifice of the vagina, ; disease will vary from a fortnight to six 
are generally very great, and the hue of the; weeks or two months. The age at which 
former is somewhat purplish. Not being} this vaginitis is most frequent is from 
acquainted with the appearance of gonor-} four to ten, but it may appear earlier, of 
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which an example is given in the Associa-{ the man’s passions need in nowise be af- 
tion Medical Journal for the present week, } fected; he may, as I endeavoured to ex- 
August 27, extracted from the Deutsche plain to the court at the late trials (because 
Klinik, in which this disease appeared in a} I have known such to occur), simply apply 
child five months old, and produced inflam- ; the penis to the genitals of the child, as (in 
mation of the lymphatics and violent con- ; his opinion) a sanitary measure; and thus 
stitutional sympt The ca of the ; a rape would, in the eye of the law, be con- 
disease have been already explained in the } sumated, and the disease be communicated ; 
foregoing portion of this ccmianniindien: | wantin, in the latter, with aroused pas- 
The little patient is generally pale, and’ sions, a certain amount of violence (even 
looks out of health;.the tongue is almost ; without penetration, which is scarcely pos- 
invariably white; and there is some loss of } sible) must be inflicted upon the labia and 
appetite. The treatment consists in ex- er parts, and evidences of which 
treme cleanliness, the use of mild astringent ‘ would be unmistakable. 
washes, attention to the state of the digest-; Suppose, however, that a violater was 
ive organs, the administration of bark and ‘ careful enough (as in the five cases tried at 
other tonics, and the removal to a more ; Dublin) to avoid rupturing the hymen, but 
healthy atmosphere. Where the disease ‘simply to have recourse to the “‘ friction’’ 
has been of long standing, as in the case of ; with the penis, sworn to by the medical 
the child Cosgrave, and the excoriation and { officer of the crown, would the conse- 
superficial ulceration has proceeded to any {quences thereof be a profuse vaginal dis- 
depth, the parts bleed freely, even with } charge, such as that seen in the cases which 
handling; and, therefore, if such friction as } recently formed the subject of investigation 
the medical witness swore might have taken; here? Or, again, if the discharge proceeds 
place, am, as the crown wished to prove, {only from the external parts and the true 
had really occurred while the child was la- }skin, must not such discharge be the result 
bouring under the disease, very great pain} of suppuration consequent upon extreme 
must have been experienced, and consi- $ violence, laceration, and contusion, such as 
derable hemorrhage ensued. would attract the attention of the mothers 
Is the disease communicable by infec- } and friends, long before such discharge was 
tion? Professors Cusack and Geoghegan } established, no matter how willing children 
think it is;* and their evidence, when pub- } might be to conceal the act? Would not 
lished, will prove this. If it be, and that}some hemorrhage, or other marks of vio- 
the accused man has no disease, it ought, } lence be apparent on the dress? Could chil- 
in the minds of dispassionate persons, to go ; dren so treated have pursued their ordinary 
far in exculpating him. Suppose, how- } play without complaint, or walked, as one 
ever, that the unfortunate man accused of of these did, a couple of miles immediately 
the crime happens to have gonorrhcea, after the committal of the crime? Would 
what will be his defence? This is a very; it not be, to say the least of it, a very re- 
serious question, which I submit to the in- ; markable coincidence—taking up the opin- 
genuity of medical jurists, and to practi-;ion of the crown—that each of the five 
tioners acquainted with the appearances? children said to be violated should happen 
of gonorrhcea, and also of vaginitis, in young ; to be at the moment labouring under this 
children. ; well-known affection called “‘ vaginitis,’’ or 
Under two circumstances only is the; ‘‘leucorrhea infantilis?’’ These are medi- 
violation of a child of tender years likely to? cal questions worthy the consideration of 
be attempted; to get rid of disease by in- } the practitioner and the medico-legal jurist, 
stantaneous transmission upon the applica- } although they may not be appreciated or 
tion of the male tothe female genital or- ’ understood by lawyers; but there are others 
gans, under the ignorant delusion to which’ which intimately concern the police, the 
I have already referred; or for the gratifi- ‘ crown lawyers, and the country at large, a 
cation of sensual lust. In the former case, ; few of which I will here briefly state. 
$ Have any cases, in which the crime of 
* In the instructions which I gave the lawyers’ violation upon a child of tender years has 


2 


for the defence in Kane’s case, I pressed them to ; - , 
ask this question; but they said they were afraid ; been fully and satisfactorily proved, resem- 


of it. As lawyers, they had nothing to do with the ; : a : 
medical question, or the elucidation of truth; they } bled those which formed the subject of this 
had only to “get off the prisoner.” ‘communication; where, in each instance, 











RE RE a RR Re ees S 








200 CLINICS. 

the state of the child was accidentally dis-} belief of the occurrence, but also tutor it 
covered many days after the date assigned; into details such as few prostitutes would 
to the commission of the crime? and are ; be willing to recite. (Such really occurred 


any of the signs of rape laid down by medi- 
cal jurists, either in the infant or adult, 
similar to those which presented in the five 
Dublin cases? With respect to ‘‘ corrobo- 
rative evidence,’’ such, I believe, can al- 
ways be procured, because, in most in- 
stances, the threatened or tortured child 
simply acknowledges to the fact of sitting 
upon the accused’s lap, being in his com- 
pany, or having received some trivial act of 
kindness from him, at the time and place 
when the crime is alleged to have occurred ; 
and plenty of witnesses can always be pro- 
cured to corroborate these facts. 








in the case of Walsh v. Barber.) These 
infatuated mothers are much to be pitied, 
more particularly when the police, the 
medical examiner (who should, in such 
cases, be the guardian of their honour), and 
the law- officers of the crown, back them in 
their mistaken idea. They should be 
shown the moral injury they are inflicting 
on their children—forcing them, under the 
threat of torture, to lie; demoralizing their 
young minds, by tutoring them into de- 
scriptions of scenes of immorality; expos- 
ing them in public courts, and attaching to 
them in after life the stigma—one which 


How does it happen that, in no instance, { will not be forgotten among their friends 


until interrogated or threatened by the mo- 
ther? She has neither love nor lust to in- 
fluence her. She has no feeling of shame 
to cause her to withhold the desired infor- 


and neighbours—that they were violated 
and diseased. Lawyers must be shown, 
that all these cases are got up by a sys- 
tematic procedure on the part of the mo- 
thers, and that, in nine cases out of ten, 


} 
does the child ever tell what has = 


mation; and yet it is supposed that, for aj that procedure is but a paraphrase of the 
‘‘bit of sugar,”’ or a ‘‘ penny worth of straw- } scene so graphically described by*Sir Ast- 
berries,” she (who may have been hereto- ley Cooper. So long, however, as such 
fore truthful, affectionate, and obedient) ; cases are entertained by the police, sup- 
will withhold from her friends the name of : ported by medical testimony, and brought 
her ravisher for days together, or until ; forward by the crown prosecutor, so long 
compelled to give it up by threats or pun- { will they continue to disgrace science, mo- 





ishment; or that she only remembers the 
name when mentioned to her? With re- 
gard to the veracity of children, much might 
be written, did space permit; but all who 
are acquainted with human nature know 
with what pertinacity they will adhere to 
a lie equally with the truth; and, as a cer- 
tain amount of latitude is given by the court 
and the jury to children, lawyers say they 
are ‘‘dangerous witnesses’’ to cross-ex- 
amine. Those who practise medicine 
much among the lower orders can bear 
testimony to the difficulty of eliciting the 
truth about the most ordinary accident or 
disease among young children. 

Generally speaking, the mothers are 
themselves fully convinced of the commis- 
sion of the crime, and are, therefore, not only 
most justly indignant, but are anxious, by 
every possible means, to have the accused 
party punished. One can, therefore, un- 
derstand how persons in their rank of life 
will, by constantly going over the case 
with a child, prompting it when it forgets, 
and suggesting to it when it comes to the 
recital of the commission of the act, not 








rality, and justice. But then, it must be 
remembered that, with the exception of the 
presiding magistrate, each person concern- 
ed in the trial has a pecuniary interest 
therein. Having once taken up the case, 
the police, no doubt with the best inten- 
tion, endeavour to show that crime has 
been committed. The medical officer of 
the police is not only paid for the examina- 
tion, and the subsequent examination at 
court, but, being himself a policeman, looks 
with a jaundiced eye upon all accused per- 
sons. -The crown solicitor receives his 
salary, and all his clerks and officers are 
paid for their briefs, and what is called ‘‘ the 
getting up of the case.’’ The attorney- 
general is paid his fee, and all the crown 
lawyers are paid their fees—the county 
pays for all. Where does the fault lie? 
I believe in the police-office. If the cases 
were properly investigated there, all this 
unnecessary expense, all this disgrace to- 
ward the accusers, and unjust accusation of 
the accused, might be avoided. The sys- 
tem of medical police in this country is 
lamentably defective, and of this we have 


only persuade the child into the positive } had examples in this and in other trials of 
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recent date, and which have served to bring 
medical evidence into disrepute, not only 
with the lawyers but with the public. I 
conceive it to be the duty, as I have already 
stated elsewhere,* of the medical adviser 
of the police, not only to be well acquainted 
with the jurisprudence of the case he is re- 
quired to investigate, but ‘‘to afford nega- 
tive as well as positive evidence, and to 
inform the magistrate, when cases like 
those under discussion are submitted to his 
inspection, that the disease which, to use 
the words’ of Dr. Ireland, after the late 
trials had taken place, ‘‘gave rise to the 
unnatural suspicion of the mother,’’ affords 
of itself no evidence of attempted violence, 
but is an affection peculiar to a certain class 
of children. The magistrates had, I think, 
in the case of Barber, insufficient evidence 
to send it for trial, the child having sworn 
that the crime was committed in a public 
hall, in the erect position, while her feet 
were on the ground, and by a man six feet 
high, who was perfectly free from disease, 
whereas she (the doctor said) was labouring 
under gonorrhea. 

In conclusion, I do not think it necessary 
to offer any apology to my readers for this 
lengthened recital, which I have made sole- 
ly upon public grounds, and with a well- 
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have thus narrowly escaped conviction for 
a crime which really had not been perpe- 
trated. . . . Itis met within girls up 
to six or seven years of age; and children 
thus affected have been tutored to lay im- 
putations against innocent persons. . p 
This state may commonly be distinguished 
from the effects of violence by the hymen 
being entire—the non-dilatation or lacera- 
tion of the vagina*—the red and inflamed 
condition of the mucous membrane, and the 
abundance of the purulent discharge, which 
is commonly much greater than that which 
takes place as a result of violence. Capu- 
ron mentions two cases in which charges of 
rape on children were falsely made against 
innocent persons on account of the exist- 
ence of a purulent discharge, the nature of 
which had been mistaken. 

“As a summary of these remarks with 
respect to purulent discharges, we may ob- 
serve that they should never be admitted 
as furnishing corroborative evidence of 
rape, except: 1. When the accused party 
is labouring under gonorrheal discharge. 
2. When the date of its appearance in the 
child is from the third to the eighth day 
after the alleged intercourse. 3. When it 
has been satisfactorily established that the 
child had not previously to the assault any 


founded hope that it will be the means of} such discharge. It may be said, however, 


causing a stricter investigation into such 
cases for the future, while it can in nowise 
assist to clear the guilty where the crime 
has been absolutely committed, as no doubt 
it often is. The works on medical juris- 
prudence, both in English and other lan- 
guages, contain the records of many cases 
similar to those which I have described ; 
but, in addition to those already referred 
to, I would call the attention of my readers 
to the following extracts from the work of 
Dr. Taylor, now the highest authority in 
this country: ‘‘ The existence of a purulent 
discharge from the vagina has been errone- 
ously adduced as a sign of rape in these 
young subjects. The parents, or other 
ignorant persons who examined the child, 
often look upon this as a positive proof of 
impure intercourse, and perhaps lay a 
charge against an innocent person, who may 
have been observed to take particular no- 
tice of the child. Some cases are reported, 
by which it would appear that individuals 


* See letter published in the Freeman’s Journal 
for August 9, 1853. 





that all these conditions may exist, and yet 
the prisoner be innocent, for a child may, 
either through mistake or design, accuse an 
innocent person.’’ P. 581. 

Had these tests been applied in the first 
instance to the five cases brought forward 
in Dublin, they would, in all probability, 
never have come to trial; but, on the one 
hand, the police examiner stated that he 
formed his opinion irrespective of that of 
any other surgeon; and the crown lawyers 
and the judges would still have informed 
us, as the lord chief-justice did with Sir 
Astley Cooper’s statement, that it was 
only a medical opinion, and not law. 

There is only one other subject which, 
though scarcely worthy of notice, suggests 
itself from the foregoing inquiry, but, as it 
might hereafter form a precedent for law 
yers, it is worthy of examination. The 
police adviser swore in his informations 
that the whole assemblage of symptoms 
seen in the children, Cosgrave and Del- 


* Ts it possible to dilate a child’s vagina without 
rupture of the hymen? 
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mere, ‘‘might result from riding on a} Lawrence on the Diseases of the Eye.— 
stick.’” Now, I have searched carefully } A new edition of this valuable work, edited 
through medical and medico-legal works, } by Dr. I. Hays, with large additions and an 
and I have also inquired very extensively } increased number of illustrations is now 
among my friends, and I cannot find a sin- } ready for publication. 
gle instance of a disease resembling infan- = 
tile vaginitis produced by this amusement.} Pereira’s Elements of Materia Medica 
—Med. Times and Gaz. Oct. 29, 1853. and Therapeutics.—We are happy to an- 
nounce that the second volume of the new 
—_—_— and greatly improved edition of this valu- 


able work is nearly ready, and will be pub- 
MEDICAL NEWS. 


lished early in the present month. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Cholera at New Orleans.—New Orleans 
has had but a brief respite from sickness. 
Transactions of the American Medical} The cholera has succeeded to yellow fever. 
Association.—We are happy to announce} The Board of Health report for the week 
the publication of the sixth volume of the} ending Nov. 28, 211 deaths, of which 129 
Transactions of the American Medical As-' were from cholera. : 
sociation. It forms a volume of 869 pages, ' = 
and is illustrated with 33 plates, most of; Death of Dr. Thomas Hobson.—At a spe- 
them beautifully coloured, and upwards of } cial meeting of the Northern Medical As- 
60 wood.cuts. It may be obtained by re-? sociation of Philadelphia, held November 
mitting five dollars to the treasurer of the } 15, 1853, the following preamble and reso- 
Association, Dr. D. F. Condie, Philada. ; lutions were unanimously adopted — 
; = Whereas, It has pleased Almighty God 
Mortality on Board Immigrant Vessels.— } to remove from our midst, to his final home, 
In our preceding No. p. 187, we called} Dr, Tuomas Hosson, one of our esteemed 
attention to this, and to the importance of} and talented associates: Therefore, 
Congress requiring emigrant ships to have ; Resolved, That we deeply sympathize 
a surgeon on board. Every emigrant pad with his bereaved family, in this dispensa- 
that has since arrived in New York, fur-} tion of Divine Providence; and that the 
nishes additional evidence of the necessity ; President and Secretary be instructed to 
for such a requirement. One of the papers} convey to them the sincere condolence of 
states the mortality on board the ships; this Association for the irreparable loss they 
which had arrived during the preceding 48> have sustained. 
hours, amounted to 365! The following is} Resolved, That the members of this As- 
the list of ships, with the number of passen- } sociation attend the funeral. 
gers and deaths :— Resolved, That the foregoing preamble 
Passengers. Deaths. } and resolutions be published in the Medical 
Centurion, Coombs, Liverpool 378 13 } Examiner and Medical News, and in one of 
Statesman, Watts, Antwerp. 272 25  } the daily papers. 
Vancluse, Hewes, Havre. .288 — 
American Union, Kelley, 
Liverpool . . . . . .629 7 
Calhoun, ——, Liverpool . . 875 53 
Emma, Fields, Liverpool. . 440 42 
Guttenburg, Visser, Hamburg 296 27 
Newburyport, Balch, Antwerp 259 17 
Sea Duck, Porter, do .170 — 
N. Y. Packet, Wittenhoven, 
Antwerp. ..... « 244 


N. L. HATFIELD. 
Tuos. Bonn, Secretary. 
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Death from Chloroform.—Another death 
from the administration of chloroform has 
— occurred at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
Satellite, Amesbury, Havre . 196 — } It is proper to state that in that hospital the 
Cesar, Hamburg .. . . 116 7 administration of the agent is always con- 
Delaware, Bremen . . . . 250 15 | fided to the very able charge of Dr. Black, 
— {one of the assistant surgeons; and, as will 
Total. . . . . 8413 274 (be presently seen, it adds another. to the 
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many proofs we already possess that no } respiratory movements began to be per- 
care or foresight can prevent the occasional ; formed at long intervals, and by slight 
occurrence of a fatal result from the inha- ; catching efforts. No time was lost; cold 
lation of chloroform, and should teach us a; water was at once dashed on the thighs, 
lesson of caution, never to administer this? face, and breast, and, the failure in the re- 
article but in cases of extreme urgency.  spiration becoming shortly complete, Mr. 

The following history of the case and Paget immediately began artificial insuffla- 
the autopsy are given in the Med. Times; tion of the lungs, by alternately blowing 
and Gaz. (Oct 29, 1853) :— : into the nostrils and compressing the chest. 

“On Thursday afternoon, Oct. 20, it! Just before commencing this process, Mr. 
was intended to apply the actual cautery to/ Paget had ascertained, by drawing the 
a sore of cancroid nature in the vagina of a} tongue forwards and examining the glottis 
patient named Ann Smith, aged 22 years. with the finger, that the epiglottis was not 
She was a stout, florid young woman, for- { pressed down. Artificial respiration through 
merly of dissolute habits, but apparently, { the natural passages having been very effi- 
with the exception of the local ailment, in? ciently kept up for about ten minutes, the 
perfect health; she had been in the hospi-$ nose appeared to have got clogged, and Mr. 
tal several months, and, about a fortnight; Paget accordingly performed tracheotomy, 
previously, had been put under the full} in order to permit of the more free intro- 
and prolonged influence of chloroform, for? duction of air into the lungs. A brandy 
a like purpose, and without the occurrence} enema was administered, and, within ten 
of any untoward symptoms whatever. Her} minutes of the seizure, galvanism was also 
pulse was regular, of good power, and} put in use, but without any good result; 
average frequency. It had been ordered; and, after about three. quarters of an hour 
that she should omit her dinner on the pan Pers been spent in persevering efforts to 
of the operation, but, as discovered at the } ; produce reanimation, they were laid aside 
post mortem, she had, unknown to the} as hopeless. It was noticed that, imme- 
nurses, taken a quantity of food, though! diately after the first alarming symptoms, 
not a full meal. ’the pupils were of medium size, neither 

“* The usual form of inhaler was employed / contracted nor dilated. All effurts at re- 
—a padded metal cup, fitting over the nose } spiration ceased about two minutes after 
and mouth, and supplied with valves. A the first indications of failure; the pulse, 
drachm, by measure, was first poured on} however, as a very feeble flutter, was felt 
the sponge, but, as the administration did occasionally for at least two minutes later. 
not immediately commence, a considerable} Thus, then, the facts of the case were 
part of this was no doubt wasted; after a} briefly these: A patient, in profound coma, 
short inhalation, a second drachm was sup. ; from the administration of an anesthetic, 
plied, and subsequently, the farther ped had, the exhibition of the drug having been 
of half a drachm. The patient had gone? remitted, been suddenly seized with symp- 
through the usual stages of excitement, etc.,? toms of failing circulation, followed by the 
and the last dose was scarcely used, as she} speedy suspension of respiratory efforts. 
sank off, almost immediately after its appli- The pulse had remained perceptible a little 
cation, into a state of complete insensi-; time after the cessation of the latter, and 
bility, unattended by any alarming symp- } had been lost, together with every mani- 
toms. About five minutes had been occu-} festation of vitality, within five minutes of 
pied in the inhalation, and probably not? the first indication of danger. Every effort 
more than a drachm and a half of the fluid; to re-excite the play of the organs essential 
really inhaled. The apparatus was now’ to life had been fruitless. Jn the turgidity 
removed from the face, and the patient hav- ’ and suffusion of the countenance, there had 
ing been drawn into the proper position, ; been some indication of death by asphyxia. 
Mr. Paget was about to commence the § The preceding coma, and the fact that the 
operation, when Dr. Black, who through- failure of the pulse had been the first symp- 
out had kept his finger on the pulse, noticed } tom exciting attention, each pointed to 
it to have become extremely feeble and { other conclusions. The brain, the heart, 
fluttering. Almost immediately afterwards, ; the lungs—in which organ had death com- 
the patient’s countenance was observed to} menced? This seemed the important prob- 
be dusky, turgid, and congested, and the{lem. Let us now see what evidence the 
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post-mortem examination furnished for its } patient was one to whom chloroform might, 
solution. with the least of apprehension, be adminis- 
‘“‘ Autopsy, performed by Mr. Paget, tered. She was in good health; she had 
twenty-two hours after death.—T he counte- } taken it safely before. Then, again, in the 
nance was still bloated and suffused; the j manner of exhibition, every precaution was 
post mortem rigidity was moderate in de- jadopted, and, in the after treatment, all 
gree, or rather less than usual; there was ‘that science could suggest was persever- 
much congestion and lividity of the skin of {ingly tried. In our large hospitals, the re- 
the depending parts of the body; the corpse } quisite skill, assistance, and appliances are 
was very fat. The thorax was first ex- {always at hand; and there, if anywhere, an 
amined, and nothing whatever abnormal ;immunity from fatal results might be ex- 
could be detected in any ofits viscera. The jpected. It is mournful, indeed, to consider 
lungs were healthy and crepitant in every ithat from cases such as the last three or 
part; their posterior lobes were not more {four which it has been our lot to record, 
congested than is seen in almost every ex- {the practical surgeon gains no knowledge 
amination. The heart, collapsed, but not {calculated to authorize the hope that in 
contracted, and containing a small quantity ; future the like tragedies will be of less fre- 
of fluid blood in each cavity, was of normal ; quent occurrence.” 
size and proportions in every respect, and - 
its muscular structure, examined by the} Death from Chloroform during its Ad- 
microscope, showed no degeneration. Ex- {ministration previous to an Operation for 
cepting that the exterior of the right kidney Hernia, in University College Hospital. 
was puckered in places, as if from disease ; Under the care of Mr. Quain.—The pro- 
in early life, nothing worthy of note was ;fession and the public at large are probably 
observed in the abdominal viscera. ‘The } becoming alarmed at the repeated instances 
brain, its sinuses, ventricles, etc., were all of death brought on by the inhalation of 
carefully examined, and neither in texture ‘chloroform, and it is for ourselves a melan- 
hor quantity of blood was anything ab-%choly duty to report these unfortunate 
normal detected. The spine was not ex- $cases. In most of them, the autopsy has 
amined. In every part inspected — the / been performed with the greatest care, and 
heart, great vessels, lungs, vessels within ‘ pathologists have endeavoured to discover, 
the abdomen, those of the scalp, pia mater, ’in the morbid alterations of the solids and 
and brain—the blood was universally fluid, ; fluids, a clue to the sudden cessation of 
and without the slightest trace of coagulum, en in patients who seek anesthesia in the 
or even of inspissation. Collected in the jinhalations of chloroform. ~Have these 
quantity of an ounce or two, and allowed to careful examinations led to the desired re- 
stand in an open vessel, it did not coagulate, ?sult? Are we in possession of rules by 
nor, in any material degree, change its }which we can foresee the danger ere the 
dark purple colour. Looking then at these } nervous pulp has been too completely nar- 
facts, and comparing them with the symp. {cotized? We are afraid not; and those 
toms manifest during life, we seem compel- { well acquainted with the administration of 
led to seek in a humoral pathology the cause }chloroform will be obliged to confess that 
of the patient’s death. There was no vis- {no very marked progress has been made as 
ceral disease, functional or otherwise, In {to the means of averting a fatal result. 
all probability the blood, poisoned past re-; It was thought for a while that a great 
covery by the vapour it had received, had {deal depended on the more or less anes- 
died ; and ceasing then to afford to any of { thetic practice of the person who adminis- 
the organs their natural stimulus, the whole {ters the chloroform, and much reliance 
of the vital functions had ceased almost } was placed on what are called experienced 
coincidently. ‘hands; but this confidence has proved fal- 
‘“‘This case, in common with most of }lacious, for fatal cases have occurred with 
those which occur in our metropolitan hos- ?the most practised and scientific chloro- 
pitals, has one most especially melancholy ;formists. The fact probably is, that the 
aspect—a matter, as far as our knowledge } whole matter rests, not so much on actual 
goes, of pure accident, it teaches us nothing } pathological changes which may have taken 
for the future. We need not recapitulate, ‘ place in the organs of the patient before he 
to convince the attentive reader that the (inhales chloroform, as on idiosyncrasies. 
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We are free to admit that this is an unsatis- 
factory expression, and that the word idio- 
syncrasy only covers our ignorance; but 
there nevertheless exists a more or less 
marked difference in the tendencies of in- 
dividuals, both as regards healthy nutrition 
and morbid alterations; add to that the in- 
fluence of habits and mode of life, and you 
will have the import of what may be called 
constitutional peculiarities. Now, it is 
plain that these peculiarities are extremely 
difficult of detection ; and when we consider 
that they have, perhaps, more influence on 
the eventual results of chloroformic inhala- 
tions than the presence or absence of fatty 
heart, it may at once be seen that, in the 
present state of science and practice, such 
inhalations must be surrounded with a cer- 
tain amount of hazard. 

And yet it seems to be perfectly well 
known, from experiments upon animals, by 
what progressive steps chloroform produces 
the insensibility of the nervous power. 
Flourens tells us that the anesthetic effects 
travel from the lobes of the hemispheres to 
the cerebellum, then to the posterior half 
and roots of the nerves of sensation in the 
spinal marrow, then to the anterior half and 
roots of the nerves of motion, and lastly to 
the medulla oblongata and annular protu- 
berance, or vital knot. The same author 
has shown that an animal, subjected to in- 
halations of chloroform, loses first the in- 
tellectual faculties, and the power of regu- 
lar and well-poised motions; he afterwards 
loses feeling, and then the power of motion. 
At this period, the vital force, hunted, as it 
were, from place to place, becomes concen- 
trated in the medulla oblongata. This, 
then, is the only portion of the encephalon 
which resists the anesthetic influence, and 
the animal would soon perish by this last 
barrier being overcome; for, as M. Flou- 
rens says, very plainly, ‘chloroform takes 
away pain, but it also takes away life.”’ 


Emily R——, aged forty years, and a} 


widow, was admitted, October 5, 1853, 
under the care of Mr. Quain. The patient 
was suffering from strangulated femoral 
hernia on the left side, which resisted the 
taxis with and without the warm bath; she 
had had severe vomiting, pain at the um- 
bilicus, and constipation of the bowels, for 
two days before admission. The hernia 
had been existing for some time past, and 
a truss had been procured, but there is a 
doubt whether she wore it regularly. The 


} patient’s habits have been very intemperate. 
She was intoxicated three days befoye the 
strangulation, and did not see any medical 
man until the morning of her admission. 

Mr. Quain was sent for. He arrived 
about twenty minutes to two in the morn- 
ing of October 6, and at once decided upon 
operating. The patient had remained in 
the bath about three-quarters of an hour, 
and did not feel particularly faint whilst 
in it. 

Mr. Hillier at once commenced giving 
chloroform in ward 5, and used a long piece 
of lint of about the extent of the hand, and 
folded twice. One drachm of chloroform 
was then poured on the lint, and applied 
about one inch from the nose and mouth, 
the apparatus being gradually approximated, 
and the face covered with a towel. She 
inhaled the chloroform as patients generally 
do, said scarcely anything, and was not 
excited. The pulse remained very good 
for two or three minutes, when forty drops 
of chloroform were poured on the lint and 
applied as before. Within a minute of this 

renewal of chloroform, the patient began to 
struggle both with her arms and legs, which 
she moved about very actively. During 
the struggle, Mr. Hillier had hold of her 
right hand, keeping it steady, and trying to 
feel her pulse; the task was, however, 
difficult, owing to the struggles. The lat- 
ter became very strong, but, after lasting 
perhaps a little more than half a minute, 
they ceased, and immediately stertorous 
breathing commenced. The stertor was 
to loud and rough, not at all of the com- 
Smon kind. Mr. Hillier at once removed 
‘the lint and towel from the patient’s face, 
¢and observed that the pulse had stopped. 
She drew several short inspirations, then 
two or three long ones, and ceased to 
breathe. 

Immediately the pulse was felt to be 
$ wanting, cold water was dashed on the face ; 
as soon as the breathing stopped, galvanism 
$ was also applied within one or two minutes, 
and she drew distinctly three or four deep 
breaths after the ordinary respiration had 
ceased to go on uniformly. No pulse was 
felt afterwards, but artificial respiration was 
excited through a wound made into the 
trachea, and kept up for about half an hour. 
One of the bystanders stated that the pa- 
tient’s face was convulsed when first ex- 
posed. It was slightly livid, the depth of 
colour increasing pretty rapidly. The pupils 
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were dilated, and the tongue was not re- quarter. Left lung, seventeen ounces and 
tracted, for Mr. Hillier felt for it immedi- ; a half, the characters being the same as on 
ately. : the right side. Vessels on the convex sur- 
The quantity put upon the lint was just ; face of the brain not congested ; some slight 
one drachm and forty minims, and chloro- , thickening of the membranes seen in places. 
form had been given in the same manner, ; Near the longitudinal sinus, the arachnoid 
and from the same bottle, to six patients, } was here and there thickened and opaque. 
on the very day which preceded the pa-{ On section of the hemispheres, the red 
tient’s death. Five of these had been nar- ; points were not found numerous, and the 
cotized by Mr. Hillier himself, and they; contrast between gray and white matter 
had mostly had more chloroform than the was well marked. There was no fluid in 
present patient. ; the ventricles, and the substance of the 

Post-mortem examination, conducted by: brain was firm. Other parts of the brain 
Dr. Garrod, thirteen hours after death.— : quite sound. No coagula are to be seen; 
Rigor mortis well marked in all the limbs; : all the blood is fluid and of a dark colour. 
a great deal of fluid blood was seen in the ! The upper part of the small intestines was 
thorax on removing the sternum; abdo- ' much distended with air, as well as the 





men very tympanitic. On opening the 
pericardium, about an ounce of colourless 
fluid escaped. The heart was quite col- 
lapsed and empty, which circumstance was 
possibly due to the extreme fluidity of the 
blood which had escaped during the sepa- 
ration of the sternum. The parts have, 


however, not been much disturbed, and the : 


head is lying at the upper part of the table, 
so that the blood would have had to flow up- 

wards. Anterior aspect of the heart, chiefly 
the right ventricle, covered with fat, the 
muscular fibres being visible only in one 
or two places. The largest patch of mus- 
cle is seen towards the middle of the or- 
gan, a little to the right of the septum. 
The body generally is by no means re- 
markable for adipose deposit. No appear- 
ance of adherence in the thoracic aorta. 
The weight of the heart, without opening, 
is seven ounces and three-quarters. The 
aortic valves sustain a column of water 
well; so also do the pulmonary. The 
tricuspid valves are slightly beaded, but 
moderately healthy, and admit the tips of 
four fingers. The walls of the right ven- 
tricle are flabby and pale, their mean thick- 
ness being one-eighth of aninch. At some 
points, the parietes become excessively 
thin and encroached on by fat, and at other 
places there is scarcely any muscular fibre 
visible at all. This extreme ‘thinness is 
mostly perceptible near the apex of the 
ventricle. Left ventricle: wall flabby, dry 
in appearance, pale in colour, easily rent; 
average thickness, half an inch; the mi- 
tral valve admits the thickness of three 
fingers, and is healthy. The right lung 
is crepitant throughout, there is no marked 
engorgement, and no tubercles are ob- 
served. Weight, seventeen ounces and a 


‘stomach. The portion of bowel below the 
; strangulation, including part of the small, 
{and all the large intestines, is very narrow 
{and contracted. Pink streaks are noticed 
on the superior part of the small intestines, 
and are of very fine injection; no effusion 
of lymph; the strangulated portion of in- 
testine was about the size of a hen’s egg. 
‘Other viscera of the abdomen healthy. 
; The fibres of the heart were examined by 
Dr. Garrod under the microscope, and pre- 
sented the usual appearance of fatty de- 
generation.—Lancet, October 28, 1853. 

To Readers and Correspondents.—The 
present number contains the concluding 
pages of the first portion of the fourth part 
of Todd and Bowman’s Physiological 
Anatomy, and our readers are now in pos- 
session of all that has as yet appeared of 
this valuable work. So soon as the next, 
which, it is said, is to be the final part, is 
published in England, arrangements will be 
made to place it within the reach of our sub- 
scribers. 

In our next number we shall commence 
the publication of the valuable work on 
The Pathology and Treatment of Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis, by Joun Hucues BENNETT, 
M. D., F. R.S., &c., Professor of the In- 
stitutes of Medicine and of Clinical Medi- 
cine in the University of Edinburgh. This 
will be found to be not only an extremely 
interesting, but a highly practical work, 
and is illustrated by a number of most 
beautifully executed wood-cuts. 

Subscribers, who are not in possession of 
the commencement of Todd and Bowman’s 
Physiological Anatomy (Parts I. IL. III.), can 
obtain it in one volume of 552 pages, free 
by mail, by remitting $2 50to the publishers. 
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